
Re-vitalize the CFE Treaty Regime 
Russian Academic and Public Leaders Appeal 

Recently international media published an appeal by prominent scholars and retired 
diplomats from Europe and North America. They noted with concern that Russia suspended 
implementation of the 1990 Conventional Armed Forces (CFE) Treaty, and called on the gov-
ernments of the Treaty states-parties to preserve the CFE regime, and to bring into force the 
1999 Adapted CFE Treaty as soon as possible. 

For many years we know many of those who signed up to this appeal as experienced 
negotiators, and we highly esteem their contribution to the CFE Treaty and its adapted ver-
sion. And we know other undersigned as excellent scholars, well aware of the Treaty details 
and its history. 

We share the authors concern of the fate of the CFE Treaty, and we are ready to join 
their appeal for the soonest ratification of the Adapted CFE Treaty. It is worth mentioning 
that Russia already did it in 2004. 

Yet we highlight the fact that the current CFE Treaty crisis had been developed for at 
least several years before Russia’s decision to suspend the Treaty implementation.  

The 1990 Treaty had considerably lost its vital force in the mid 1990s, due to serious 
changes in the European political and military landscape, - which made it necessary to adapt 
the Treaty. The Adapted CFE Treaty, signed in 1999, was to eliminate the initial version’s 
shortcomings, and was able to breathe life into the Treaty. However, its entry into force was 
prevented by the decision of NATO member states, and of some other states-parties, not to 
ratify the Treaty, due to reasons anyway far less important than a substantial positive effect 
the enacted Treaty could have. 

Meanwhile, NATO has twice performed enlargement acts, thus increasing its 
quota, as stipulated by the Treaty, at the expense of the former Warsaw Pact mem-
ber states, who joined the alliance. Thus certain states-parties did not meet their 
obligations neither to the original, nor to the Adapted CFE Treaty, for years.  

Despite the fact, Russia has been implementing the Treaty through all these years, by 
applying the Treaty restrictions to its troops and conventional weapons, exchanging informa-
tion, and inviting inspection missions. The same goes for Russia’s political commitments, as 
agreed upon at the Istanbul Summit in 1999. 

In the meantime, the Russian side was warning its partners to the CFE Treaty 
that such unfair situation could not last forever. When it became clear that certain 
states-parties were not going to ratify the Treaty anyway, Russia decided on the neces-
sity to suspend the CFE Treaty implementation, - but not to withdraw from the Treaty, 
as is sometimes being suggested. The suspension of the Treaty is not a goal in itself for 
Russia, who repeatedly denied an intention to start immediate conventional weapons 
upgrade.  

However, we believe that, despite the long lasting CFE Treaty crisis, we all 
should agree on the main thing in common, - Europe needs modern, truly effective and 
mutually beneficial conventional forces control regime. We fully support our col-
leagues’ appeal, and hope that the experience and authority of both Russian and Western 
public and academic leaders could persuade the politicians to find the way out of the 
CFE process deadlock. We do also hope that the CFE Treaty ratification, as well as re-
duction and elimination of conventional weapons in Europe, will be continued. We 
herein call upon our colleagues to facilitate this process, to the extent possible. 

 
March 20 2008, Moscow  
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The document being signed by (on the 20th of March 2008): 
 
K.K. Babiyevskiy – Member of the board of Russian Pugwash committee of academics within the 
presidium of Russian Academy of Sciences, Doctor of Chemistry (since 1975. - member of a 
working group of the Pugwash academic’s movement for chemical weapons) 
 
F.M. Burlatskiy – Council of Russian Political Science Association, chairman of research council 
on political science of Russian Academy of Sciences (during development and subscription of a 
Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe – adviser of M.S. Gorbachev) 
 
O.A. Grinevskiy – Professor of Moscow State Institute for International Relations, extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary ambassador in the resignation (earlier - leader of Soviet delegation during the 
negotiations on conventional armed forces in Europe) 
 
V.Z. Dvorkin – Senior researcher of Institute for International Economy and Foreign Affairs 
(Russian Academy of Sciences), Major General (Retired), professor, current member of Russian 
Academy of the rocket-artillery sciences (earlier - chief of the 4th central scientific research insti-
tute of a Ministry of Defense) 
 
A.S. D'yakov – Director of a Center for study of problems of disarmament, power engineering 
and ecology within Moscow Physics and Technology Institute  
 
P.S. Zolotarev - President of an interregional fund for military reform support, deputy director of 
an Institute of the USA and Canada (Russian Academy of Sciences), professor of Academy of 
military sciences, Major General of the reserve 
 
V.S. Zorin - Honorable President of the Federation for peace and conciliation, academician, Doc-
tor of Historical Sciences, political observer of state radio-company the «Voice of Russia» 
 
V.I.Kamyshanov - President of the Federation for peace and conciliation 
 
A.K. Kislov - Leader of a Center for case study of peace in Institute for International Economy 
and Foreign Affairs (Russian Academy of Sciences), academician of Russian Academy of Natu-
ral Sciences, Doctor of Historical Sciences, professor 
 
S.I. Kolesnikov - Deputy of the State Duma, chairman of the Russian committee of «doctors in 
the world for prevention of a nuclear war» 
 
U.M. Kolosov - Professor of Moscow State Institute for International Relations (earlier - partici-
pant of a Joint advisory group of a Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, on an Is-
tanbul summit of an Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe in 1999) 
 
A.A. Konovalov - President of an Institute of strategic assessments 
 
S.V. Kortunov - Chairman of department in a State University - Higher School of Economics 
(earlier – deputy head of Department of a Ministry of Foreign Affairs, participant in negotiations 
on a Treaty on abolition of intermediate-range ant shorter-range ballistic missile, deputy chief of 
staff of assistant for the national security of a President) 
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V.N. Kulebyakin - Professor of Moscow State Institute for International Relations (earlier - the  
Leader of Russian delegation for the fulfillment of a Treaty of Conventional Armed Forces in 
Europe) 
 
I.F. Maksimychev - Senior researcher in Institute of Europe (Russian Academy of Sciences) 
 
O.U. Malinova - First Vice President of Russian Political Science Association 
 
V.I. Mizin – Leading researcher of Institute for International Economy and Foreign Affairs (Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences) (earlier - division head of a Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 
 
V.E. Myasnikov - Senior researcher of a Center for study of problems of disarmament, power en-
gineering and ecology within Moscow Physics and Technology Institute 
 
A.I. Nikitin - President of Russian Political Science Association, Deputy Chairman of Russian 
Pugwash committee of academics within the presidium of Russian Academy of Sciences 
 
S.K. Oznobishchev - Director of an Institute of strategic assessments (earlier - participant in ne-
gotiations on a Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe) 
 
A.A. Orlov - Director of Coordinating Research Council for international studies in Moscow 
State Institute for International Relations 
 
T.G. Parkhalina - Director of a Center of European security, deputy director of an Institute of 
scientific information for social sciences (Russian Academy of Sciences)  
 
V.E. Petrovskiy - Chairman of the Board of Russian Political Science Association 
 
A.A. Pikayev - Deputy Chairman of Scientific Committee for global safety, division head of dis-
armament and regulating of conflicts in Institute for International Economy and Foreign Affairs 
(Russian Academy of Sciences) 
 
A.G. Savel'ev - Division head of strategic studies in Institute for International Economy and For-
eign Affairs (Russian Academy of Sciences) 
 
N.P. Savkin – Member of a League of military diplomats, colonel (retired), (earlier – member of 
delegations of USSR/of Russian Federation on negotiations on a treaty on Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe, 1988-1992) 
 

 


